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State and Local Government 
Sweatfree Consortium
We have a moral obligation to ensure [the sweatshop] 
practice is not rewarded through state contracts and 
taxpayer dollars. That's why, along with Governors 
Baldacci and Corzine, we're encouraging other states to 
join us and send a clear message that the U.S. values 
hard-working employees, and expects workers to be 
treated and compensated fairly. … By using our 
combined state procurement power, we can impart real 
change.




● State and city procurement:
$400 billion/year
● Democratic decision making
● Public policy tool
○ “Green” procurement
○ Local economic development
○ Women and minority-owned businesses





● States: $400 million/year
● Local governments: $12 billion/year








● Two minutes max 
in the bathroom































● Over 100 school 
districts in New 
York
● Nine Catholic 
School Boards in 
Ontario









● 117 public 
school districts





















Towards high road competition
● Code of Conduct




● Disclosure of factory 
locations and conditions
● Affidavit of compliance






● How do we 
know?
● How do we 
investigate?
● How does a 





Calling for a Sweatfree 
Consortium
● Governors’ Coalition for Sweatfree Procurement 
and Worker Rights
~ Maine, New Jersey, Pennsylvania
SweatFree Communities 
www.sweatfree.org
“There's power in 
numbers. … If we team 
up with other states we'll 
have even more influence 
in the global marketplace. 
Workers around the world 
deserve any influence or 
leverage we can bring to 
the table.”
-- Governor John E. Baldacci, 
Maine 
Calling for a Sweatfree 
Consortium
● Mayor Gavin Newsom, San Francisco:
By consolidating our purchasing power and coordinating enforcement, our 
cities can better assure that anti-sweatshop policies achieve their intent. … 
our city is interested in organizing a consortium of public jurisdictions to 
advance sweatfree policies.
● City of Los Angeles:
Explore the possibility of developing a consortium of governmental entities 
to allow for cost sharing of monitoring and enforcement activities by an 
independent monitor.
● City of Providence:
The City shall also explore…develop[ing] a sweatfree consortium with other 
states, cities, school boards, or other public entities that allow for cost 


























Benefits to workers everywhere






Towards a sweatfree world




- Governor John Baldacci
SweatFree Communities 
www.sweatfree.org
